medis hecome widely available, he
thinks we could be in for some very
rough sledding. He speculates that a pew
fasciim could develop—one built not on
the breakdown of social and palitical
mbuoothdmidmd‘om

sense of the stimuli that confront us. Not
oaly will ntersctive inedia overwhelm
cur capacities 1o deal with misvalt, but in
our effort 10 make sense of it ail, we'll
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grasp for whatever social harmany s
offered o1, even if it is suthoritarian.
"1t wan pomsible 1o understand tele
vizion's role in our society ot the time it
was advancing. ™ sccoeding to Dosnelly,
“and % could have been possible to

and watching in the first place—and its
Empartance in society, we, the people,
jrst waichad televition—wiich becarme
responsible 10 no one ™
Domnelly writes that a5 3 society we
“fafled to articulate our hopes for
television based on its objective fime-
tions and a3 & result falled to vransiate
our hopes into wockable expectations.™
In doing so, “we gave up practical
cootrol over 3 medium thae changed our
personal lives and personalities™ with.

failure in imagination =nd = feilure of
will™ the author clatess,

Doenelly believes we're im the midst
of making the same mistake with inter-
Num&;tﬂwqu“l
you can usderstand the cslture and
sochul chazacter of & particular time and
place, and & you can understand the
Mrimsic characteristics of new com-
munications technology, you can res-
somably predict what will happen when
technology and its esers/comsumen
come together in substantial nembery ™
With television the cultural sffects were
evident long before it was pervasive. So,
be believes, it will be for lotersctive
media

Udarty ar siavery?

By “new communications lesh-
nologies™ Doanelly muane & highly
capable random sccess infoemstion
muﬁuﬂﬁmﬁy

medium-—bhazically the md
interactive compact discs with a broad-
band pipe into the home, He forecamsy

ln'omunm Science Abatracts)
and desnomtrat

and the LAPL staff on
Oniivie Mreting

Ason izzain
JIEJAL UK

continwed cxpention for the sornpe tide
of the equstion, putting VCR semtaly e
that category, and he s oqually bullish
sbout videttes. He predicts that “dis.
logic™ mediz will serve 10 percent of all
homes by 1990 and sees penetrasion
reaching 40 (0 50 pescent of all homes by
m_-mmuymm

us what cosld bappen il the medium

That kind of overt comtrol is not Mely,
* Ot fear of these projected Rtures ™ 23
Donnelly puts it, “are cor best defense
agzimat them. ™
Confett! Ia 3 storm

What is more likely, sccording o
Daﬂy.hiﬁmmm

minimal order —any oede: Out of ey
peration, we may produce am existest
Intersor [aacism that insisg on i opmion
beyood persumsion.

Doaneily writes that this will be “an

interior respunse 10 chaol, parailelng
the conditions and Sermande that podace
socisl end political fascises ™ We are
bound by cer colture 10 socst 2= opee-
ended “lamtez-faire sociel comtract™
under shich “po oot will kave o

bhehavior meet™ —hat the power © 5R v
out of the isolation sad depressios of he
Confeni Generstion and trests grasise
communy, Only i we deveiop cor
cognitive abilities can we "comtml aad
decive meaning from the spesd aod
inumdgticn of irsages made posaidie by
the new slectromics ™
Wha's Ie contrel?

The problem, z3 he comectly iden-
tiffes, is that the images we p=t sow e

esemz and o machine.gum chamter of
dxta " Television is, 2 Edwand Mumow
put B, “» spotiighn M a
Tamizating (he landecape. “ It is noe good
st controliing the social aad political
ageads, bot by defaull we Tave sllowed
1t 20 ssize that power,
Interactive media, 10 2 degree s=up-
peecimted by Donselly, jrovide =
opportanity 1o become the techaciogy of
sructured participation. Yee, they could
further the informatics gt det e
already are overwheimed by meaming.
fezs images theough the hrosdcast media.
The challenge &s tnsee whedherwe can

than allow them 1o contred g™ Owr
second with televition iy very gond
But perhaps we've learmed 3 fesson or
o from the Twentieth Cestary. Mayhe
froes this delape of informetons we can
lears to sefect that slemder portion of &
thae will make = wise 2

Dawid Lytel iz e memberafibe ftdacs
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