Information Todsy

he key wlement in detarmining
whether information lechnology
will enhance or disninish the quality of
life for Americen citirens between mow
and the tum of the cemtury it Muman
wolition, The technology has the ca
pacity i0 cither further concentrate
power snd comtroi or 10 increase the
dcotnimabulity of political elites xod
decentralize socinl responmibility.
The most cricical factor in determining
the application of information technology
& the indyatry jtseif. As Clement Barold
and Robert Olson, fwo political scientists
whose Institste for Alvernative Futures
(Alexandna, Virginia) relessed s new

Thiz report is to the informasion
ndusiry what the album “We Are the
World™ was for the entertaisment
industry—a geat namber of the indos-
try’s brightest stars turming oot to sing a
chorus or two on behall of bumankind,
IIA members participated i the con-
struction of (he report it worksbops held
during the four IIA meoctings in 1986,
d a pumber of members reviewed
early drafts,

The orgsmizations snd compames
moet critical 10 this common effoct wero
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. fo anfine information
Thin new video nmomllmucmnmun IMOrmaton
systems. GOI an 11 looks at how
infarmation is stored ng tranamitted and hNow you cam taD into 1his
wpantding world,

GOING ONLINE prasents tha novice with a good
introduction to this exciting Neid,
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Al Becorme Callfornia Yuppees™ scesario

Blacks in South Africa™ scesamo An

inflormation industry @ very usefiul for
any researcher pragpling with this

the suthors believe will continue theough
the end of the century. There & sothing
tise in the ecomomy Shat <sven comes
clase 10 the rapidny of changs in the
information ndustry.

As Normman Asgsstine, presadent of
Martin Maneta puts &, ¥ assomobiles
had increated in performance by 20 10
50 percent a year for the last JO yeass
and their price and tize had declised xt
the samne rate, “there would be two-cont
31 measuring a quarter inch on 2 side,
and no parking pecdiems “ Iy fact the
cont of compating power hax bee=
decliming by 20 percent 3 year for
trrainfrasnes and 50 percent 2 year for
micros, The cost of semicooductor
memaocy has been falling by 35 percemt &
year.

Potentin! breakthrouges zoz aluo iden-
tifled nlong wilh comservative sxtrapols-
tive prosectinns in the arets of mice-
rlectronica, computer processing powes,
software, storage, artificial inteliigence,
telecommunication:, imput/outpet de-
vices, and yysterm integration. Accoeding
10 the report, the crcut complexity of
today’s large matuframes will fit im0 =
sngie chip computer the tixe of 3 hook or
credit card by the sifleniem. Povestial
breakthroughs in newrall setw=orks (cir.
cuitry that rephcstes the way newrons

you will not want fo have bet the fmm co
CD-ROM,

In the mformation peodocts marked
the repont revesds continoed doammance
by the business settor, powing ot teice
the e of GNP, while the Somehold
secior groes ¥ the smme rate o3 GNP,

The ctmsiderstion of mformstion
polcy b straigitioreard Those issues
bave been identifled by [1A membery 22
ot important for the ftsre ™ Privacy
& the gregiest concerm %0 peopis mot
aflilimed with e indmsry In x poll
dome by Lovis Hamriy, sore thes 75
percent of (Be publiic say ey are “rery ™
o " somewhat” concernnd about threats
10 their porsonal privacy and secuy
Thus the bome market for onfime 3o
vices, &3 50 muny peogts have peowed s
2 toaph mut 10 crack.

On the pnoogle that ~strachee
images of the fusure will be the detving
forces for change.™ the report conclodes
with four scenanos. The svoat optiemmt
scenaric makes your hesd i wah

Wil mforreation technology Se padied
by an industry that has Srooder sighes
than it own Thetocoed
2 0ot good. Since World Wer [L we've
bt both tramsporiation aad oo
mmnIcanns Sysiemd SRt serve S
vidus! needs but that, collectively, nooe
of us would have choses Themh showt
thai the nexl tame you o o= youor
teievision set or Rl je 2 Tafie jaes

“The pomt 2. ™ sav Bezold snd Olson,
“that what happens depeads 0n what we
da, not samply on the inexorsbis mpacts
of technology.. Wit hepoens will Je.
pend moee on the larper comtest of vgiee
choscrs amd actions by Bunmess and
government than the wchnology el ™

Ultimmely, | think, they are corvect
behitving that “sifactiee.  coherent
prages” of the fituee caent spon e
present 2 tnd of “mageetic pull™

s hey fmight “The fise amd faf of
s=agey of he fizure precedes o %
compaies the risz and [l of caltares
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ten chowes and in effect pus them ©
work in determmining the e The tusk
before un = o Teawales e ot
&ermamt swarearss of e fatsre ==d o
find the hert sosmhment for s arvmg
social pmagination ™ [}
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